
Philipp Franz Balthasar von Siebold and Japan

German，came to and stay in Japan，from Netherlands

Corydalis heterocarpa Siebold & 

Zucc. - Naturalis Biodiversity Center, 

Netherlands - CC0.

https://www.europeana.eu/item/116

53/_Botany_L_4170129

Portrait of Siebold Tsunemasa Iwasaki  1826 , NDL 

digital collection , PDM

https://jpsearch.go.jp/gallery/ndl-ZMzw17GpJNHkxOo 

Hydrangea Otaksa Sieb. et Zucc. “Flora Japonica”, CC4.  

https://adeac.jp/fukuoka-pref-lib/iiif/mp010080-

100010/Flora_Japonica/uv#?cv=51&c=0&m=0&s=0&r=0

&xywh=-408%2C-42%2C1325%2C711



Why did Siebold came as a doctor of  Netherland 

even though a German?

Considering the situation of Japan

in the Edo Period 

…

The Trading Post at Dejima - 1840 - Rijksmuseum, Netherlands - PDM https://www.europeana.eu/item/90402/NG_1977_4

Dejima ?  Deshima ?  What?

Port of Nagasaki 19c, Kyusyu National Museum - CC BY  

https://colbase.nich.go.jp/collection_items/kyuhaku/A58?locale=ja

Island of Deshima, Dutch East India Company - Wellcome Collection, United Kingdom - CC BY.

https://www.europeana.eu/item/9200579/x2zcq335



What did Siebold do in Japan ?

What is his achievement in Japan ？
He is a doctor，researcher of natural history，

and researcher of Japan（NIPPON）.

“Frola Japonica” Fukuoka Prefectural Library  CC BY

https://jpsearch.go.jp/item/adeac-R100000094_I000106216_00

“Fauna Japonica” Fukuoka Prefectural Library  CC BY

https://jpsearch.go.jp/item/adeac-R100000094_I000106212_00

“NIPPON” No.1 Fukuoka Prefectural Library  CC BY

https://jpsearch.go.jp/item/adeac-R100000094_I000106209_00

He wrote these three books！



Let’s read(watch) Siebold's “NIPPON” in JAPAN SEARCH and 

imagine Japan and the Japanese people in the Edo period.

Let’s Search for "NIPPON" on Europeana and compare ！

“NIPPON” No.1 Fukuoka Prefectural Library  CC BY

https://jpsearch.go.jp/item/adeac-R100000094_I000106209_00

“NIPPON” No.2  Fukuoka Prefectural Library  CC BY

https://jpsearch.go.jp/item/adeac-R100000094_I000106210_00

What is 

depicted in 

this 

picture?

“NIPPON” No.1 Fukuoka Prefectural Library  CC BY

https://jpsearch.go.jp/item/adeac-R100000094_I000106209_00
Where in Japan?

What 
are they doing ?
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