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Worship Hall of Hakusan Shrine 
 
The Worship Hall of Hakusan Shrine is designated an Important Cultural Property and believed to date 
from the Muromachi period (1336–1573). The simplicity and lightness of the architecture is typical of 
the earlier Wayo (Japanese) style of the Heian period (794–1185). 
 
The hall is a simple, three-bay square structure, with unadorned boat-shaped brackets and widely-
spaced rafters visible beneath the eaves. The corners of the main pillars are beveled, adding to the 
refinement of the structure. The lattice doors on all four sides are an unusual element that enhances the 
sense of openness. 
 
Historically, Hakusan Shrine served as the guardian shrine for Chojuji Temple. Although the shrine’s 
founding date is unknown, it is first mentioned in a document from 1287. The practice of establishing 
Shinto protector sanctuaries within Buddhist temple complexes became common during the Heian 
period (794–1185) as Shinto and Buddhist beliefs became increasingly integrated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




